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Mom Was Gone Again

Can't exactly remember why,

only that we didn't expect her
to come home until very late.
It was dark in our room.

Velvety black. Someone had closed
the curtain. Kaeleigh was scared.

| tried to tell her not to worry, but just
then, Daddy burst through the door.

| closed my eyes tight, made myself
no more than a shadow. Something
about him was different. | didn't
want that something to find me.

| cracked my eyes just a slit as he sat
on Kaeleigh's bed, pulled her into

his lap. He smelled of Brut and Wild
Turkey. His peculiar potpourri.

| love you so much, my little
flower. Daddy needs something
from my girl, my sweet rose.
Will you give it to me?

| wanted to be his little flower,

would have given my daddy anything.
What did he want from Kaeleigh?

She laid her head on his chest. “What?”

| want you to see something,
something that proves how
much [ love you. This is only
for you, Kaeleigh girl.

He lifted her gently, sat her
down on the bed beside him.
Then he opened the snaps on
the fly of his flannel pajamas.

It stood up, stiff as a stalagmite.
See how much Daddy loves you?
Show me you love me, too. Touch
it. He closed her hand around it.

| know it sounds bad, but | wanted

to touch it too. | didn't know

what it meant, only that it made Daddy
happy. | wanted to make him happy too.

That's right. That's right.

His voice rocked in rhythm

with his body. Oh yes, my Kaeleigh
loves me. My little flower . . .
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